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To: H.E. Minister Cho Hyun, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Cc: H.E. Ambassador Cha Jihoon, Permanent Mission to the United Nations
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Subject: Support for the UN General Assembly Resolution on the ICJ Advisory Opinion on the
Obligati £S itl Cli Cl

WYl 7| FWE B Soke] o ol ek FAAPY ARl S ICr) BH o7
o] EZ137] 3 AA FAFANA Ao FA F& Aokl 3} "2 Aol Thak

A gre HA3H ANE 94sux o Age RuUrh B Aol Eeke
WAz AE GAH AaA AL B, 1 AEA o P2 A AAH F2

We, the undersigned coalition of Korean civil society organizations and academic associations, write
to respectfully seek the Government of the Republic of Korea's support for the forthcoming United
Nations General Assembly resolution on the International Court of Justice (ICJ) Advisory Opinion on
climate change. The draft resolution welcomes the historic and unanimous Advisory Opinion and
proposes pathways to support its collective implementation.
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As negotiations on the draft reach the final stages, we urge the Government of the Republic of Korea

to engage constructively and support a final draft that translates the court’s legal clarity into
cooperation, practical action, and climate justice.
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Six months after the Court delivered its Advisory Opinion, the international community stands in a
different place than before: with unprecedented clarity on international legal obligations related to



climate change, and with a clear emphasis by the Court on cooperation, due diligence, and good-faith
action. The Court’s proceedings were marked by record participation from States and other
stakeholders, and its conclusions were unanimous: climate action is not merely a matter of political
preference — it is a matter of legal responsibility, owed to people now and to future generations, as
reaffirmed by the principal judicial organ of the United Nations.
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The Republic of Korea bears a commensurate responsibility and opportunity. The Constitutional
Court of Korea, in its decision of 29 August 2024 (Case No. 2020Hun-Ma389 and consolidated
cases), became the first apex court in Asia to rule on the merits of a climate case, affirming that
responding to the climate crisis is a constitutional duty of the State owed to the protection of
fundamental rights. The Court further articulated the minimum requirements that any Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC) must satisfy in order to protect fundamental rights: (i) it must
correspond to the Republic of Korea's share of the global mitigation effort; (ii) it must not transfer an
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excessive burden to the future; and (iii) it must be grounded in scientific evidence and international
standards.
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These minimum requirements are structurally congruent with the obligations clarified by the ICJ

Advisory Opinion. The Court held that States' discretion in determining their NDCs is confined to
what is capable of achieving the scientifically based consensus target of 1.5°C, and that NDCs must
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reflect the outcomes of the Global Stocktake, the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities, and the obligation to pursue the highest possible ambition.
The Advisory Opinion is therefore normatively coherent with the jurisprudence of Korea's
Constitutional Court and consistent with the Republic of Korea's long-standing commitment to a
rules-based international order.
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Moreover, as the National Assembly prepares to amend the Framework Act on Carbon Neutrality and
Green Growth pursuant to the Constitutional Court's ruling, a recent public deliberation process
confirmed a clear and overwhelming public will: that Korea's NDC should be set at a level equal to or
higher than the global average reduction rate required to achieve the 1.5°C goal, and that the
long-term reduction pathway should be front-loaded, with deeper reductions achieved earlier rather
than later. This popular mandate converges precisely with the normative direction established by the
Constitutional Court and the ICJ Advisory Opinion. Furthermore, the Government of the Republic of
Korea has already formally accepted, at the 2023 Universal Periodic Review before the UN Human
Rights Council, the recommendation that its NDC be set in a manner consistent with the 1.5°C goal
and with the State's human rights obligations.
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The Republic of Korea recently hosted the Third UNFCCC Climate Week in Yeosu—the first time the
event has been held in the country—and the Government publicly committed itself to making this
occasion "a turning point to accelerate the global green transformation and to strengthen cooperation
for sustainable growth for all." Translating internationally clarified legal obligations into effective
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multilateral implementation goes to the heart of Korea's international credibility and its standing as a
developed country with climate responsibilities. Korea's active support for this resolution is therefore
not a matter of assuming new commitments; it is a matter of coherently carrying forward, on the
international stage, the constitutional duty identified by its own Constitutional Court, the international
legal obligations clarified by the ICJ, the settled public will expressed through national deliberation,
and the recommendations that the Government itself has already accepted before the UN Human
Rights Council.
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This resolution matters because it is not symbolic. It is a practical vehicle to move the multilateral
system from rhetoric to implementation. Over eight rounds of informal negotiations have already
taken place on the zero draft and revision one draft of the resolution, and it is now time to take action
and support a final draft that goes to the heart of what the world urgently must do to protect lives,
stability, and the credibility of rules-based cooperation. The final draft must essentially:

o WA oA thek FFx74 A A2 F-; Give an unqualified endorsement to the
Advisory Opinion;



o A&EE Aoz on dRA i FHARZEH Aol B Folsh FAZ
Z %] zIA; advance consensus and concrete actions on a rapid, Just, and equitable
transition away from fossil fuels;

o EHEle AAH-BPSH Hsksts dde U@ AT, Azt Pee
o9 71& 7|5 AA F A AE A% thAHA $5 24 9] L recognise the
historical, inequitable, and escalating reality of climate harm and include follow-up action to
advance multilateral efforts to address the gaps between the obligations clarified by the court
and the existing climate regime;

o TALEANMNES B 7E ZIFH T dg MA KBS, 53] e g #E
H & 9] Q174; Recognise legal protections for small island developing States and other
climate vulnerable States, particularly those relating to sea level rise; and

o UTXANA Hutel A ool 7] 23 @= ] 73} Reinforce good-faith cooperation
across multilateral systems.
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Supporting a follow-up resolution is consistent with established practice. The General Assembly has
long provided a forum to respond to Advisory Opinions through coordination, transparency, and
constructive consideration of implementation pathways. At a time when confidence in international
institutions is under strain, a strong outcome would demonstrate that legal guidance can be translated
into coherent, forward-looking action.
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In this spirit, we respectfully urge the Government of the Republic of Korea to:

o A HFT T A4 -0 o2 AT A; engage actively and constructively at
this critical time in negotiations;

o I AoJoto] FF At o7 st A co-sponsor the resolution; and

o HHO| HAAHE AT I EE YA A vote in favor should a vote be called.
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We would welcome the opportunity to share civil society perspectives and practical suggestions that
could assist the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to
the United Nations in supporting an outcome that is both ambitious and implementable. Please do not
hesitate to contact us should a short briefing be useful.

In light of the constitutional duty affirmed by Korea's Constitutional Court, the international legal
obligations clarified by the ICJ, and the settled public will expressed through national deliberation, we



respectfully urge the Government of the Republic of Korea to take a proactive and constructive role in
support of this resolution.
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5 A A (6871, 7FH T ) / Co-signatory Organisations (68, in alphabetical order)

1.5% &9 (1.5°Club) - 60+ 7] ¥ 35 (60+ Climate Action) - 3 3+ =% (Korean Public
Service and Transport Workers’ Union) @ &3 <+JkxZ AR 7/NE A 2]HE (Power
Generation Branch of KEPCO Industrial Development, Korean Public Service and Transport
Workers® Union) - 3] ¥ A1 E] o] & (Advocates for Public Interest Law) - & ¢] ¥ S A} 9} A 8} =
53 (Companion-Lawyers for Public Interest) - & < Q1 H AT F 7 (Gonggam Human Rights
Law Foundation) - 3 <] Q1AM AR Q] 8-S = =9 (Korean Lawyers for Public Interest and
Human Rights) - =7 #| 7] &F WA T Y| E L] 3 (Inter-religious Climate and Ecology Network) -
T A AU 2~E] kA H (Amnesty International Korea) - “1¥1 3] 2~ (Greenpeace East Asia) -
715034 05 e A8 (Korea Christian Environment Education Center-SALIM)

7| 5034 &5 d (Korea Christian Environmental Movement Solidarity for Integrity of
Creation) - 7]1% #AHFUE ®EH o] E (Tumtablednz) - 7] $ ¥ 34 dvkx] GEYK (GEYK) -
71 g dre HgolB  (BigWave) - 7|$%<EF4  (Solutions for Our Climate)

71%-$91 71 7] 5 1L H] 488 & (Christian Climate Strike) - 7] %9 7] 7] 51 At (Climate Christian
Solidarity) - 7] %% 7] 52 3 & (Chungnam Climate Crisis Action) - 32 ¥ & A E (Green Korea
Legal Center) - =AM YX]HAEFAT A (Green Energy Strategy Institute) - A A S T4
(Institute for Green Transformation) - T3 5 'F= M <AE (Green Korea Daejeon Chungnam) -
Z AN YA (Local Energy Lab) - wHAFg- 21 8] $H7 25 <1 9 (Machkfem) - B F R H7FE
(Extinction Rebellion Catholic) - P A ™ %] 3] A A| /1 &5~ (Citizens' Solutions for Clean Air) -
WFEALS S fek WM S AR (MINBYUN - Lawyers for a Democratic Society)

g AL 3] A4 Y 5 23 (100-year-forest Social Coop) - =374 At (Buddhist Environmental
Soliarity) - B®H & 7t=H Y35 (Youth Alliance Against Inequality) - =52} 0§ &5
(Networks for Greentransport) - AP Q1 A (Sun Probono Center) - A E]| A A S| A TAH &2
(Ecosophylab) - AJ ] 4 3+ &-F- 1AW 85 365 (Eco Citizens & Parents 365) - A1 &3-7 A3
(Seoul KFEM) - Al’¢& 8- =AL3] &2 AL (Social Workers Solidarity for Welfare State) -
Mol B2 == (Save the Children) - o| 4 A 7] 4 A A -4~ (Energy and Climate Policy Institue
for Just Transition) - ol X] A €] 8 & (Energy Justice Actions) - &1 /d 374 A o] (Korean Women’s
Environmental Network) - g2 187 A 0] (WonBulgyo Eco Network) - 2F->3 #| 3] k= 7+
AH AR EHYU 3 (Order of Friars Minor Korea Province JPIC Committee) - A= Tf &+
gAY A FOAl (NetOcampus) - Axwu sz AEAF S5dts2A 3
(KTU Seoul Secondary Gwanak-Dongjak Chapter) - =& 71 3] 5 A% (Korean Peasant League) -
Aoy s FEAT (Korean Women Peasants Association) - A= dFAUES A
(YOUTHPOLICYNET) - A X|3}=%vlE (Political Mamas) - A 7-2}A} & (People for Earth) -
A AN 7| TP FIHFEH4 E°F (Local Energy & Climate Action Partnership LEAP) -
oA (People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy) - &< 7] %35 (Changwon Climate
Action) - A 7] %3153 (Youth Climate Emergency Action) - AW 7] %35 (Youth 4
Climate Action) - #AX]9YY = (ChangeWalk) - S F4 593 (Chungnam KFEM) -



Aol JFXEZYY (Kpop4planet) - Z o]l (Coolimate) - =M 1.5 (Plan 1.5) - =# 3! (PLANIT) -
SHJYMCA (Hangang YMCA) - 3334543 (Korea Eco-friendly Agriculture
Association) - 43 AHS A7 AFuwALE S (Korean Teacher’s Organization For
Ecological Education And Activity) - 3742 A Z}sli= AM#E (The Environmental People) -
27 A 9] (Citizens' Movement for Environmental Justice) - C02gether



