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Good morning, I am Erin Day the chair of the Seoul Native Language Teachers Union.

305. For many E2 English teachers, that is today’s magic number. 305 days left. 305 days until
teachers who started working in March are free to go to a new job. 305 endless days.

Most Koreans don’t know that E2 teachers cannot freely resign and change their jobs. Many of
my Korean friends were shocked to learn I cannot leave my job on my own. I must have
permission and a Letter of Release (LOR) to change jobs mid-contract. They were horrified.
They compared this system to slavery.

It's an easy mistake to make in a republic of Korea. After all, our boss controls our ability to
work safely and freely. They control how, when, and how much we are paid, regardless of what
our contract says. They control our housing, which is often unfurnished, unsanitary, full of black
mold and in unsafe neighborhoods. They have the pass codes to our houses, so we have no
privacy. Some bosses force us to teach and work illegally. Some even control how, when, and
what we eat.

If it looks like a duck, we must call it a duck.

Further for many E2 teachers it can be difficult to resign and ask for a LOR. Their boss
controls their work, their money, their house, and their ability to return to their home country.
Many bosses will offer to give a teacher an LOR, but only if they pay millions of won in
“penalty fees®. Then there is no guarantee a teacher will be able to get a good job in the off
season.

What is the word for a system like this? Teachers know the answer.

We call for the abolishment of this unjust system! Teachers deserve safe, comfortable
workplaces. We call for the end of the EPS permit system as it is a breeding ground for abusive
employers. Employers have show time and again they cannot be trusted with our best interests.

We have the rights to safe work and to live in houses of our choosing with dignity.

DOWN WITH THE EPS! UP WITH THE WPS!
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